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THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AMERICA 

STANDS FOR CONSOUDATION OF SOCIALISTS 

CALL ADOPTED FOR JOINT NATIONAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD SEPT. 1901 

-ACTION OF CONVENTION GOES TO REFERENDUM 


Delegates from Nineteen States Assemble in Chicago 
to Deal With Matters of Vital Interest to the 
Party and the Cause of Socialism 

NEW PLATFORM AND CONSTITUTION 

The Plan Advocated by Eugene V. Debs for Consolidation of 
all Socialists is Adopted With Only a Few Changes 


The special national convention of the 
Social Democratic party of .\merica. 
which opened at .\ldine Hall, Chicago, 
at 10 o’clock Tuesday morning, January 
IS, was attended by a larger number of 
individual delegates than the convention 
at Indianapolis last March. The prin¬ 
cipal object of the former gathering was 
the nomination of presidential candi¬ 
dates ; that of the present one to dispose 
of the question of a consolidation of the 
Socialists of the L'nited Slates. For 
nearly a year, during which the party 
prosecuted a national campaign and 
found its resources taxed to the utmost 
in discharging its duty to the cause of 
Socialism, it has found itself harassed 
by persistent misrepresentations of the 
attitude of its members toward the ques¬ 
tion of union with the Rochester faction 
of the Socialist Labor party and a few 
bolters from its own ranks. The offi- 
. cers and members of the party have 
never been opposed to union of Social¬ 
ists; they have stood almost solidly 
against the surrender of the Social 
Democratic party organization to the 
control of those who, by methods now 
familiar to and condemned by the So¬ 
cialists of the country generally, sought 
' its destnictibn.' The convention just 
held was a complete and splendid vindi¬ 
cation of the course pursued by those 
in temporary control of the party’s in¬ 
terests, in local branch and national 
board, and the inspiring outcome of the 
four days’ deliberations, marked by the 
truest devotion, tolerance and comrade¬ 
ship, is that the Social Democratic par¬ 
ty is on record not merely for union 
with a faction iwhich has attempted to 
destroy it, but for a consolidation of all 
the organized Socialists of the country, 
whether constituted as national parties 
or in isolated state and territorial orga¬ 
nizations. 

Tile rank and fi'i of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party in convention assembled— 
every delegate therein being divested of 
office and level with every other on 
common ground and equal lerms to do 
‘ the best thing their united wisdom could 
n* devise for Socialism—has spoken. What 
the party could not by fraud and force 
' .be coerced into doing, it has. after free 
and exhaustive discussion, elected to do, 
'"and much more. It stands before the 
’ country today, not for a union of two 
j'l factions, but for a consolidation of all. 
;Tt is the first proclamation for harmony 
and a real union, which can be achieved 
‘ only by the inclusion of all the separate 
and independent bodies now existing. 

Nineteen states were represented by 
t dghtj'-nine duly accredited delegates, 
i many of whom had to leave for their 
: homes before the vote was reached on 
the resolutions introduced by Comrade 
Eugene V. Debs, which constitute the 
’ call for a general convention of the So¬ 
cialist Labor party, with headquarters 
at New York; the Social Democratic 
; party (Rochester faction of the Social¬ 
ist Labor party), with headejuarters at 
Springfield, Mass.; the Social Demcn 
cratic party, with headquarters at Chi- 
*, cago, and all Tegular state and terri¬ 
torial parties. 

When the convention was called to 
[ order Seymour Stedman was elected 
temporary chairman and Mar^ret 
Haile temporary secretary. The dele- 
' gates immediately, settled down to busi- 
’ ness and the following committees were 
chosen: „ 

Rules—R. J. Robinson, H. Larson, 

Jpi Credwtials—C. T. H. 

p)oerfler, Sylvester Keliher, F. E. Mil- 
S.kr, W. Bencssi. „ - 

i Platform—V. L. Bergw, C. G. Gem- 
l^ens, F. O. MacCartney, E. V. Debs, L. 
S*"!!. Strobell. . ^ 

Constitution—Marg^et Haile, M. 

afienberg, AUred Hicks, Seymour 
i.edman, R. Eisner. . 

Press—V. L. Berger. A. S. ^wards, 

, Udoff, F, H. Thomas, J. Wmnen. 


I hinance—Edwaril Zci.glcr, Theodore 
; Debs, C. F. .Meier, |. Doerller, C. A. 
j Horn. 

; Organization—Seymour Stedniaii. W. 

: J. Mc.Sweeney, 1 £. \'. Debs. G. II. Stro- 
hell, F. U. MacCartney, .Margaret Haile, 
\ . L. Berger, M. Gillis. H. Larsen, C. 
S. Brown, C. G. Clemens, \V. Rchfcld, 
F. Lymhurncr, Croke, C, I’'. .Meier, 
■Mired Hick's. 

_ .-\uditing Rcporli—Philip S. Brown, 
Iv. H. Thomas, W. Kerwin, 11 . Kleist, 
•Edward Zcigler, Charles Tyl. 

Resolutions—F. koderus, M. Gillis, 
S. Keliher, A. Dennison, E. Mudra, M. 
Hallenherg, Mrs. I'insterhach. 

The temporary chairnian was elected 
for the day and temporary secretary 
elected permanent secretary for the con¬ 
vention. Sylvester Keliher was elected 
, as.sistant secretary. Reports of officers 
were then read. 

From the adjoiirnincnt of the conven¬ 
tion Tuesday evening until the after¬ 
noon of Thursday the work of commit¬ 
tees absorbed the attention of delegates. 
The results of their work, with the action 
thereon, are embodied in the sever.al re: 
pons, resolutions and recommendations 
liert;\vith submitted to the branch orga¬ 
nizations for a referendary vote. Qiief 
among these is the final report of the 
committee on organization. The reso¬ 
lutions finally adopted by the conven¬ 
tion are set forth in the call for a gen¬ 
eral convention, to he held on the sec¬ 
ond Tuesday in September at Indianap¬ 
olis. There were four propositions be¬ 
fore the convention; one, advocated by 
Comrade Clemens of Kansas, favoring 
a convention of all Socialists who voted 
a Socialist ticket in the - last national 
election; one. pre.sented from New Jer¬ 
sey by G. IT. Strobell, calling for the 
creation of a national committee, under 
which the various organizations now ex¬ 
isting would merge; another, presented 
by Philip S. Brown, embodying the idea 
of a national committee within our pres¬ 
ent organization, and the fourth a plan 
proposed by Eugene V. Debs. In the 
a. Ill. each morning. TTicir votes count 
Eugene \’. Debs. C. G. Clemens, L. E. 
Miller, X’ictor L. Berger. Margaret 
Haile. Coriiine S. Brown, M. Gillis, M, 
Hallenherg. William Croke, Dr. Carr, 
\V. J. MeSweeney, G. H. Strobell. F'. 
O. MacCartney, Edward Zeigler. Sey¬ 
mour Stedman, P. S. Brown, .Mfrcd 
Hicks, Sylvester Keliher, C. T. H. West- 
phal, H. Larsen, E. H. Thomas, A. S. 
Edwards and others, the good points 
contained in each were presented to the 
convention and for a time there were 
great differences of opinion among the 
delegates. The general sentiment, how¬ 
ever, favored a convention, and by 
blending the two plans for the conven¬ 
tion a final result was reached, the vote 
being: For convention, 1440; against, i. 

Thus did the rank and file of the So¬ 
cial Democratic party, in the interest of 
a united movement for' Socialism, de¬ 
clare for consolidation of all militant 
Socialists in the country. 

A communication was read from the 
Springfield committee and a motion of¬ 
fered to refer the same to the commit¬ 
tee on resolutions. To this a substitute 
was made that it be returned without 
reply. The motion to refer carried. 

National Organization Fund 

At the afternoon session on Wednes¬ 
day, while the majority of delegates 
were awaiting the reports of commit¬ 
tees, some of their number, anticipating 
the report of the finance committee, 
started a voluntary subscription plan 
for the purpose of sustaining the work 
of national organization. Comrade Co- 
rinne S. Brown was in the chair and all 
the delegates being in good ■ humor, 
Comrade A. S. Edwards was called upon 
to begin the work of raising a fund then 
and there. 'The enthusiasm ran high 
and the manner in which ^e comrades 
responded with contributions of five. 


! ten and twenty dollars, pledged to the 
I work of organization for the year, was 
an eye-opener lor those who have been 
I deluded into the belief that the Social 
! Democratic party was ready for funeral 
: obsequies. The pledges started with 
I comrilnuions by Comrades William 
I Bencssi of Kalamazoo, Mich., and .M. 

' IT. \\ cfcl of Ft. Wayne. Ind., for .$20 
j each. These were (piickly followeil by 
! others for equal amounts. Then several 
' plctlges for $10 were given. ■ Comrade 
I Corinne S. Brown put down her name 
I for $t)0 and Dr. A. 1 ). Hill of Chicago 
I for the .same—$5 per inoiith. Comrade 
Rocckcr of Wisconsin pledged the 
1 Koecker orchestra aiid branches at 
j Chilton and Hayton, Wis.. for $20. and 
Comrade Strobell gave in his name for 
j .Sioo. In about an honr the grand total 
was raised to nearly ?8oo. Elsewhere 
in this issue of The Herald will he iouinl 
the full list of contributors. It was nn- 
. derslooil that this money is to he u.scd 
tor the work of organization, under di: 
j reelion of the e.xecmive hoard. The 
! delegates chose as eustodians of the 
; fund C'orinne S. Brown and Elizabeth 
j 11, riioinas, and agreed that the mem- 
: hers should be appealed to throughout 
i the country to aid with individual con- 
! trihniions the laudable work thus begun. 

I Election of Officers 

1 .After the resolutions for a national 
joint convention were adopted Friday 
I afternoon, the convention went into 
! executive session for the election of the 
I new executive hoard of eleven, as pro- 
I vided for in the revised constitution 
j herewith submitted and pursuant to the 
I following resolution: 

^ Resolved, That this convention elect, 

I subject to referendum, eleven members 
j of a national executive hoard; the mcm- 
[ hers of thi.s hoard shah ser\c until the 
election of their successors under the 
provisions of .Article 3 of .Section 2 of 
the constitution. 

E. (A. MacCartney of Massachusetts 
was elected chairnian of the executive 
session. The delegates proceeiled to 
noininale candidates for the executive 
hoard, all the comrades who were named 
by the branches through The Herald 
being placed on the list, as well as some 
adclitional ones. A ballot having been 
taken, first on five resident ineinlters of i 
the hoard, the following were declared 
elected: Seymour Stedman, A'ictor L. 
Berger. Corinne .S. Brown, Isador La- 
doft and I'rederic Heath. A ballot was 
then taken for six non-resident members 
and the following comrades were elect¬ 
ed : I^Mtis E. Aliller, New York; Mar¬ 
garet Haile, Massachusetts; G. H. Goe¬ 
bel. New Jersey; C. G. Clemens, Kan¬ 
sas; F. A. Lymhurncr, Iowa, and Alfred 
Hicks. Colorado. 

On motion a committee of three was 
appointed to draft a resolution express¬ 
ing the .sentiments of the delegates to¬ 
wards I£ugene V. Debs and their appre¬ 
ciation of his services to the cause of 
Socialism. 

Theodore Debs was then nominated 
for national secretary-treasurer and 
elected by acclamation. 

A. S. Edwards was nominated for edi¬ 
tor of The Social Democratic Herald. 
He expressed his desire to be relieved 
and allowed to step down, but was elect¬ 
ed by acclamation. 

In accordance with a provision of the 
call for a joint convention at Indianapo¬ 
lis, the following were elected as a com¬ 
mittee to arrange for said convention: 
Sylvester Keliher, Indianapolis; J. H. 
Kelley, Marion, Ind.; \Vm. Croke, 
Marion. Ind.; Thomas Catton, Indian¬ 
apolis ; M. H. 'Wcfel, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

The following resolution was then 
read and adopted unanimously with 
great enthusiasm: 

Deb*’ Servicei to Socialiim 

Resolved, That the Social Democrat¬ 
ic party of America, assembled in na¬ 
tional convention, hereby expresses to 
the Socialists of America its fugh appre¬ 
ciation of the valuable service rendered 
to the cause of Socialism by the •untir¬ 
ing energy, the manly eloquence and 
the unswerving integritj- and high pur¬ 
pose of Eugene 'V. Debs. During the 
period since his release from prison as a 
martyr to the cause of org^ized labor, 
he has secured for Socialism a favorable 
hearing before the American people and 
has done much to obliterate the ignor¬ 
ant attacks upon it, until then so often 
heard from even educated people and 
so often seen in even the higjiest-class 
magazines. Especially during the late 


The Convention Takes the Most Important Step for 
a Great National Party Movement Ever Pro¬ 
posed in the History of Socialism 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Delegates Start a Fund for National Organization a.nd 
Nearly Eight Hundred Dollars is Pledged 


prvsidcluial ihrouL'Ii liis ef- 

luris liitt propaj^aiula was carried lo 
in.iMN parts oi the coimiry where it had 
heeii practically unknuwii. ainl has been 
p(>])uiari/.ed where behire it liad been 
iKiioratiily and viciously opposed. All 
this he has iloi:*' without conipensatlon 
an<l to llie <letrinient of Iiis private in¬ 
terests: and we heartily pledge him not 
luily tiur euiuiiuied appreciation and 
.‘*u]ij)firi. but our ijenuine, warm, per¬ 
sonal adeciion as well. 

t oiiiratle Debs responded in a lew 
Iiriet remarks. He congratulated the 
dcnegaics on the work of the conven¬ 
tion. which he believed had been wisely 
iliscussion. which was participated in by 
ization ami an unswerving devotion on 
the part of the members, to the end that 
there might he union in fact among So¬ 
cialists, and the Social Democratic par¬ 
ty^ become a vital and irresistible force 
in the battle against capitalism. 

The members of the new executive 
Ixtard held a meeting when the conven- 
lit)n adjourned ami elected Seymour 
Stedman chairman and Isador Ladoff 
secretary. 

(.)n motion, the headquarters of the 
part) were located at Chicago. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD'S REPORT 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 1901. 

To the Social Deniocralic Parly in Xatirjnal 
Convention .Xsscniblcd : 

Comrades: .\iicr passing through the most 
retnarkahlc political campaign ever waged for 
revolutionary S(.K'ialisni in the L'nited Slates, 
we are again as.-eiiililed in national convention 
U>-lal\C c<uin>el of each other f<»r the piir|>ose 
»*r more effectually planning oiir battle-line for 
tile future. Militant S(K:iali>in knows no 
breathing spells. There Ir^s come to ns the 
task of carrying the Social DeimKralic move¬ 
ment over into the new ccnuin.-, and of start¬ 
ing It in the in<»st exact integrity on the cver- 
widenitig path that leads tinally to a social 
condition from class rule and free abo from 
industrial exploitation. In taking a retro¬ 
spective glance at the tno'einciu ih th- j.ast 
and compare that past with the present, wc arc 
almost tiewildered at the wealth of opportunity 
before us. The day of, little things is past; 
the day of great things is at hand. 

M'c have lo congratulate ourselves on the 
fact thut the Social Democratic party, has 
moved steadily forward, with the utmo.st fidel¬ 
ity lo its mission. In a year beset with prob¬ 
lems and perplexities it has acquitted itself 
well, and so pcr.si.stcniy pursued its work of 
organization that every nook and corner of the/ 
country has come under iu inffucncc. Its woric 
of organization that every nook-and corner of 
the country has o>mc i^dcr its influence. Its 
work has been dignified and earnest and'its 
influence in the Socialist movement wholesome. 

Since the Indianapolis convention an event¬ 
ful eleven months have been passed. Of chief 
interest was the presidential campaign, in 
which, for the first lime in American history, 
Sociali.sm rose to the dignity of national im¬ 
portance. It is our right to call attention to 
this fact and to keep m mind that the great 
success of that canvass is our justification for 
having taken the Socialistic movement out of 
the hands of a narrow, stagnating sect, under 
whose rule true progress was impossible. The 
significance of the fact that our presidential 
candidate was able to tax the capacity of the 
largest auditoriums of the country with crowds 
equally large with those of the candidates of 
the capitalistic parties, will be plainer and 
plainer as its educational effects show them¬ 
selves. The year has also given added testi¬ 
mony to the value of our plan of organization 
and of the tolerance of our methods' of work. 
The best proof of this is that the party has 
kept itself clean. No scandal has attached 
to the conduct of its affairs, and this in the 
face of the claim that only the most rigid 
discipline could protect a national Socialist 
organization from the wiles of the American 
politician and the oily sett-seeker. If any such 
got into our midst, ^ey fvund an uncongenial 
atmosphere. Besides this, our plan of organi¬ 
zation has been such as not to be over-burden¬ 
some to the members. They have not had to 
give beyond their means, and a great amount 
of work has thus been done with a minimum 
of expenditure. The weekly visits of our offi¬ 
cial organ have been of the greatest value in 
keeping alive the spirit of fraternity and com- 
radesh^. 

In Germany the ^odal Democratic party 
only entrusts with leadership those comrades 
who have been long in the movement, and 
therefore, is not exposed to the dangers that 
obtain here. Their leaders are men whose loy¬ 
alty. and sincerity have been tested by time. 
Such caution is not s>ossible or advisable in 


this coiiniryj owing to the constant extension 
iff onr organization into new icrritorv. The 
dangvr that unseasoned .iner would thus sc- 
L’lire the opportunity to cither compromise or 
In’iray the parly has thus far.been met by the 
zeal of tile comrades in the varjous localities, 
acting in harmony with the implied will of the 
meiiilx'r'jiiip at large. Party influence and 
party fealty have constituted the regulating 
force. 

When we were last assembled in naticmal 
ct*nveniio!i. it was supjwsed that the faction 
that had split off from the Socialist L.al)or par¬ 
ty would'soon b<.‘come assimilated with ii!. in 
the Social Democratic, party. Their deiiund 
tliai wc sacrifice vhe party name and tlie or- 
gani/atiun w c had been at such pains to build 
up. found little favor, in spile of the wish, 
which all shared, that there, might be a unifi¬ 
cation. .And so, with the assurance of the vis¬ 
iting delegation that the name would not be 
placed in jeopardy, a committee of nine was 
ap|»oinlcd lo treat with the full Roclicstcr com¬ 
mittee at a mebting which took place s<»me 
three .veeks later at the I..alK>r Lyceum in 
Nt w^'ork city. It had been felt that if the 
ex- S. L. P. members were sincere in their 
w i>.)i lo Iwrcome one of us, that they would not 
insist on the disriiptioQ of our organization as 
the jiricc of that tmion. When the conference 
opened, how'cvcr. it wa.** at once dear that the 
Rochester delegates not only intended lo dis¬ 
regard the understanding as to the name, but 
that they had a carefully prciiared plan, where¬ 
by. under the guise of equal concessions from 
both sides, a new party wa* ♦^.bc latipchcd, a. 
parly which would be in iriany ways the coun¬ 
terfeit of the Socialist Labor party, and so 
Iilanned as lo allow-^ of undemocratic control 
^ from a headquarters' located within their tcr- 
j ritory. Morover, ilic distinctive feature in bur 
j successful form of organization; the publiat- 
J ti«»n of an official paper, ft)rnishcd free each 
week to each member, was to l>c climinsted 
in the interests of certain papers published 
under their au.spicc.s. It was further found 
that a secret compact between one oi^inort of 
our own comniiltcc and the Rochester com¬ 
mittee existed, and doubtless had existed prior 
even to the indianai>olis coovciition. Under 
the lead of these members, and. in spite of 
the protest of the other members of the com¬ 
mittee. our committee il.sclf was made to ex¬ 
ceed its jMjwers and to go beyond its instruc¬ 
tions. Tlte situation was so grave that the 
matter w.as brought to the attention of the 
hoard, w’hich. after due dclilicratioii. dcci«ied 
to lay the facts before the membership. Ac¬ 
cordingly the lioard issued a manifesto and 
called for a referendum vote, the date of w'bich 
was fixed far enough in advance to pennit of 
fullest discussion of the subject. The 


the 


l>oard ordered the columns of The Herald 
thrown open to a free consideration of the 
matter. 'The w idest latitude was allowed those 
who availed themselves of the opportunity lo 
ilcbatc the question in print, and the members 
of the Rochester faction were ‘given c<|uai 
privileges with our own members. They also 
flooded our membership with circulars and 
other literature. Over a month was con- 
smncil in the discussion and when the vote was 
called fyr it resulted 1,213 against a union with 
the Rochester faction, and O39 in favor of it. 
Shortly after this the Rochester committee, 
which, with certain disloyal members of our 
own committee, had repudiated the referen¬ 
dum. held another meeting ip New York, to 
which some of our loyal members went, in an 
unofficial capacity, in the hope..-9f coming to 
some agreement by which there could bi* a 
{political affiliation for the campaign. This 
proposition was rejected, and our members 
withdrew. The Springfield people then set up 
a rival party, taking our name, and establish¬ 
ing a national headquarters. From that time 
down to the present our party has ^cn har- 
ra.sscd and obstructed, irt the hope that it might 
l)c driven out of existence. At the beginning 
of the c-impaign, the new organization ratified 
the nomination of Eugene V: Debs for pritsi- 
dent, a ratification which in the interests of 
harmony he accepted. 

In spite of our unplca.sant experience, the 
fact remains that your officers, as well as the 
members at large, hope that the division in the 
movement may cease, and this convention vnll, 
it is hoped, Ix^.able to devise some plan by 
which this end may be accomplished, without 
running the risk of putting the movement back 
into the old ruts from which the formation 
of our par^ rescued it 

The official vote of the United States is now 
at hand, and it is found that our party last 
96378 tfie votes that were counted Cotmt- 
ing the votes of the Socialist Labor party, a 
total of 13Z.069 is found to hove been cast 
for the social revolution. During the campaign 
our headquarters sent out ton? of Socialist lit¬ 
erature and in other ways met the requiremimts 
of the canvass with the greatest credit 'the 
tours of Comrade Debs and other speakers 
contributed in no small measure to the ifuc- 
cessfttl showing. Dming the hottest weekn of 
the campaign. Comraoe A S. Edwards, editor 
of the Herald, made a tour of the Indiana gas 
bciL the chairman of the board being in edi- 
ton^ ch^ge of the paper in his absence. The 
presidential campaign did a great deal to pop- 
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Social Damocratic Party Vote 

1900 (PRESIDENTIAL) 96,878 
t 900 (S.L.P,) 34,191 

TOTAL 131,069 

Labor as a Commodity 
There is. at least apparently, a marked 
incongruity in defining labor as a "com¬ 
modity,” and yet conditions, as they now 
exist, seemingly warrant the inconsis¬ 
tency of the definition; and in addition, 
the term "commodity,” as applied to 
labor, is entirely consistent with the 
term “labor market,” because "labor 
market” suggests a place where “labor 
commodity” may be bought and sold, 
llesides, the dictionaries define "com¬ 
modity" as that "which affords conve¬ 
nience. advantage or profit,” with the 
qualification, "especially in commerce, 
including everything movable (except 
animals), goods, wares, merchandise, 
produce of land, manufactures, etc.” 
Manifestly labor "affords convenience, 
advantage and profit,” lienee labor may 
be defined .as a "commodity.” 

Karl Marx.indiscussing"Wage Labor 
and Capital,” after a brief reference to 
buying and selling work, says: 

"l-abor is, tlierefore, a commodity, 
which its owner, the wage worker, sells 
to capital." 

IJut, says Mr. Marx, “Labor was not 
always a commodity. I^bor wqs not 
always wage-work—that is, a marketa- 
.. JjJe commodity. The slave floes not sell 
his labor to the slave owner. Tlic slave 
along with his labor is sold oncfi for all 
to his owner. He is a commodity which 
can pass from the hand of one o.vner to 
that of another.” 

Just here, as writers say, "the plot 
thickens.” Complications multiply, and 
definitions are involved in numberless 
complexities. lUit the difference be¬ 
tween the chattel slave and the wage 
slave, in so far as labor is concerned, 
disappears. The chattel slave works to 
live. He gets subsistence of some sort, 
and the profits of his labor go to enrich 
his owner. The wage slave also works 
to live. He sells, in common parlance, 
his labor for what he can get for it iil the 
"labor market.” The purchaser is the 
capitalist, and the wage slave contrib¬ 
utes quite as much to the wealth of his 
master as he himself receives, and on 
the half of his earnings which he gets, 
lives somehow and is forever subject to 
the vacillations of the "labor market," 
to the law of supply and demand, and, 
more than all. to the heartlcssness of 
the men to whom he sells his “com¬ 
modity," or upon whom he must de¬ 
pend for a purchaser. As a result, he is 
often forced into idleness, when, hav¬ 
in'^ neither work nor wages, he is per- 
mitred to beg. or starve, or commit 
suicide. 

The chattel slave knows no such vi¬ 
cissitudes. He is certain of subsistence, 
clothing and shelter, and in such regards 
may boast, as he did'in old slave times, 
as being better situated than the “white 
trash” of the slave states. 

It does not matter in the least wheth¬ 
er the term “commodity” as applied to 
labor is in strict consonance with the 
proprieties of speech or not; the world 
is coming to understand, in the boldness 
of’the expression, that in the evolution 
of capitalism, the wage worker has re¬ 
ceded from the time when, as Marx puts 
it, “labor was njt a commodity,” when 
there \vas no labor market, when the 
laborer did not stand in the labor mar¬ 
ket offering to sell his labor—his eyes, 
his ears, his brain, his intelligence, his 
skill, his hands, his heart and soul, his 
hopes, his ambitions, his aspirations— 
all, everything that makes life worth 
the living,' for a bare subsistence; sell¬ 
ing his labor to creatures in the shape 
. of men, who, when his day’s toil is over, 
rob him of his earnings and absolutely 
make his condition worse than that 
when the auction-block, the pens, the 
* whip and the manacle proclaimed the 
reign of chattel slavery.' 

Truly it may be.said that, while coii- 
ditons force the wage worker to “sell” 
his labor in the market to the highest 
bidder and submit to the robberies of 
capitalism, there is nevertheless a dis¬ 


tinction between the wage slave and the 
chattel slave as sharply defined as that 
between black and white, as between 
life and death, as between heaven and 
hell. The wage slave has the ballot, a 
weapon which, if properly wielded, may 
achieve his independence, break his fet¬ 
ters and permit him to become in the 
highest and most ennobling sense a free¬ 
man, and regain the condition of which 
Marx speaks, when labor was not a 
commodity. 

It is here that Socialism throws down 
the gauntlet and challenges capitalism 
to combat. Thrice armed, because its 
cause is just. Socialism does not waste 
its time in discussing the chances or the 
probabilities of ultimate victory. Cour¬ 
ageous. serene, seU-poised and alett. 
and in alliance with all the righteous 
forces in operation to better conditions 
and bless the world, it moves forward 
with self-impelling power to ihe goal 
of its destiny. 

NOTES AND COMMENT 

It is understood that immediately aft¬ 
er the coronation of Emperor Hilly I. 
March 4. 1901, steps will he taken at the 
mints to improve the appearance of the 
coins of the realm. The old ffy-up-tlie- 
creek called the ".Xmerican eagle,” with 
storm-daring pinion and sun-gazing 
eye," is to have a crown for a topnot. 
.\11 sorts of war imiilcments will be > 
grouped .about his neck; his beak will 
be enlarged and will bold aloft a dea<l 
Filipino. In one claw will be belli a 
scepter fashioned like a ligluiiiiigrod, in 
the other a forty-pounder, the whole en¬ 
circled with the molto. ".'sec liiiii soar 
and hear him scream." 

A .New York paper amiounees that 
.\lfred (iwymie Vanderbilt, who mar¬ 
ried Miss Elsie I'reneli. has two hundred 
suits of clothes, making., if coats, vests 
and trousers were- piled up, one upon 
the other, a column twenty feet high. 
This young snob begins life with a hun¬ 
dred milKons of dollars and 20.000 or 
more wage slaves, toiling night and d.ay, 
to increase his wealth. His great-grand¬ 
father, old Commodore \'anderbilt, be¬ 
gan life pushing a scow along the la¬ 
goons of the coast of New Jersey and 
his great-grandmother kept a common 
boarding-house. Such is the evolution 
of capilalisni. 

E'mperor Hilly 1 ., being asked by old 
Senator Hoar if he did not ihi.ik the 
country, with its civilization and con¬ 
stitution. was going pell mcll to the 
devil, replied, "In one of my visits down 
South 1 met an old negro and politely 
asked him where he was going this 
beautiful morning. The old darkey in¬ 
dignantly replied. Tse gwine whar Ise 
gwine, (iat’s whar Ise gwine.’ Do you 
catch on, Mr. Senator?" "Yes, the old 
darkey seemed to know whar fie was 
pvine, hut d—d if that is not more than 
vou know as to whar this country is 
gwine." 

I'rankG. Carpenter.the renowned trav¬ 
eler and writer, writes from Macao, a 
Portuguese colony on the southern coast, 
of China, where for about 350 years thci 
Portuguese have been teaching the na¬ 
tives Christian civilization and have suc¬ 
ceeded to the extent of making women 
beasts of hurlcn because they are 
cheaper than mules, and are paid' from 
3 to 5 cents a day. .\s Tom Hood would 
say; 

"What d’ye think of that, my cat? 

What d’ye think of that, my dog?" 

It is officially announced that farm 
hands in Indiana receive an average of 
43 cents a day and that women employed 
in families receive 21 cents a day, in¬ 
cluding board in both cases. If these 
wage slaves could have lived a thou¬ 
sand years and laid by the total of their 
wages, they would have had an aggre¬ 
gate of $250,000. But P. D. Armour, 
when living, could have touched a but¬ 
ton and made ten flmes more money in 
a minute. 

The son of Justice Harlan of the 
United Stales Supreme Court has been 
named by McKinley as attorney-general 
of Porto Rico. The point is that Em¬ 
peror Billy I. wants decisions by the 
conn favorable to his imperial sway in 
our insular possessions. The move- 
crows objected to any of their species 
ment is properly characterized in the 
Senate as "indecent” and well e.alcu- 
lated to debauch the great tribunal of 

justice. - 

Evolution is a process of unfolding 
from germ to perfect organism—silent, 
peaceful and continuous. Tlie evolu¬ 
tion of Socialism, however, is an excep¬ 
tion. It is not a silent unfolding; its 
growth depends upon agitation. Nor 
is it always peaceful. It strikes for 
better conditions often, and sonjetimes 
with tremendous force. 

A great many industrial establish¬ 
ments are now shutting their doors and 
forcing employes into idleness who, in 
, looking into their dinner pails, discover 
’ that the promised prosperity which se¬ 
cured their votes for McKinley is non 
est insuampi bus. 

Senator Chandler of New Hampshire. 

■ who, though a Republican, disdained to 
’ use the white cockade and peacock 
L feathers of imperialism, has been rail- 
1 roaded out of the Senate by the master- 

■ ful force of Mark Hanna’s influence. 


CONVENTION REPORT 

(CMiUireBd fr®B Flnt •) 

uUrize Socialtsm with the masses, and the 
starting of Social Democratic newspapers in 
various parts of the country, shows to what 
an extent this was true. 

The result of the national election, as swm- 
ing to doom the Democratic party to disinte¬ 
gration, gave rise to the hope that our ranks 
would not only gain accessions from the wreck,' 
but that it was possible that Capitalism would 
hereafter be left but the Republican party, and 
that thq Socialists might form the one great 
opposing party, making the political fight here¬ 
after a clearly cut one between the exploiters 
and the exploited. In December. Prof. Geo. 
D. Herron met with your board and urged the 
calling of a convention, open to the mid-road 
f’opulists, the radicals of the Democratic party 
and to ail others socialistically inclined, in the 
hope that by this prwedure there might Ijc 
headed off the prol»a!>lc formation of a radical 
pseiido-Sucialistic middle class parly, that 
would occupy the reform field, give the dis¬ 
content of the people a vent, and blocking the 
pathway of the Social Democracy. After 
carefully discussing the iwttcr, your board 
deemed this venture loo dangcromt to l>c un¬ 
dertaken. The bringing together into a sup- 
|K>scdly Socialistic parly of the motley-minded 
radical elements id the old parlies could not 
imi dull the edge of our Uattlc-linc against 
capitalism, even were it j>ossible for ns to or¬ 
ganize those elements. The impracticability 
i»f such an undertaking was shown .shortly 
after, when Professor llerroii appeared on his 
i‘wn account l>cf<fre the Popuiisis' committee 
at St. Ix)U!.s and made an unsuccessful attempt 
to gel them to commit themselves to Socialism. 

At the Indianapolis convention the national 
exi*culive lH>ard was continued until rclcrtn- 
, <lnm imminations c»nild be made for such a 
iKianl as was called for under the new consti¬ 
tution. I he contn>\ersy over the proposition 
of unification so absorlH'd the attention of l!ie 
party that there was delay in following out 
this instruction, .\titninations for a new iioard 
were finally called bir. however, aiul were |Kib- 
lished week by week in I'he IleraUl. l)y this 
time the campaign \mi' on in its excitement, 
aiul at nmiKTtMi- tlte eleclbin of a 

new Uianl was put oxer until afor election. 
In tile meantime the ehairman of the Isiard, 
Comrade Je-«'e Cox. rxsigned, and as his re¬ 
tirement innn otVice ua- irrevocably made, tlie 
xacancy t»n the iMtanl w.is filled by the selt'C- 
tion of Mrs Corinne Prown, Comrade Heath 
being ina<le chairman, .\ller the election, the 
members ntuninaied i'»r the new Intard were 
.igain named m I'be iler.*iid ami the Intani was 
alxmt to call b)r an election by refereiidnm. 
when the forin.d retptests for a natiiuial con- 
xeiition were receivei! ami tlie call lbercuiK)n 
prepared and pubbslu-ii It was. ^ lberef(#rc, 
deemed wt.-e t*> leave the matter i»f the selec- 
lion of a new Isuird to the conxention. par¬ 
ticularly as there was the p(»ssibility of 
changes being made in the coristitnlion that 
might even alter tlie form id the executive 
Uiard 

We deem i! l>m jusi to say th.it the mem¬ 
bers of the iKian! have xvorked logelhcr xvitb- 
oiit friction and tlial they have labored without 
pecuniary cximpinsatum. those of the board 
xvho were obliged t*» travel to am: from liic 
meetings, doing so at their own expense, 
When they cimsider tlie work peri«>ciiied by 
vottr national sieretary-treasiiriT. I heiidorc 
Debs, imwever. tlicy feel that their sacrifices 
have liecn small imieeil Ills idVice hours dur¬ 
ing the <lay have l»een 'Up[>lcmentecl by work 
at Itoine on each evening ol the xveek. nor lias 
be restetl a single Sunday during the fKisl year. 
Your editor. .\ S Kdwards, has jtcrformcxl 
iiis work imconipl.Ttningiy in a dingy ivfiiee ami 
lias xvorked hard and laitbftillx. I he Herald 
has iK-eti issued under niimeious drawbacks, 
chief among which has been ilte lack of money 
to meet the cost t.f such a paper as it otighl 
to Ik.* imnle. Tliis onvemiou xxi!) do xvell to 
provble mean-* !ix which the paper can l>c 
imjirovetl and sirengtliened It •‘h(»iil<l be made 
more e<bicational in plan, ami haxe sulficient 
sp.ace to give com iscly the doings cd tbe^ So¬ 
cial Democnils in tlic various sections of the 
country. In connection xviin The Herald 
there is a crying need fi*r a series of .standard, 
cflucalional leafiels. and iliis convention should 
arrange b»r such publication. 

Frederic Heath. Chairman. 

Seymour Steibnan. Secretary. 

Corinne S. Brown. 

Kiigene V. Debs. 

Victor L. Berger. 

Hu* National KxcciUive Board of the Social 

Deinocraiic Party 

TIu* platktrm as revised is submitted 
below. It was adopted without opposi¬ 
tion and is believed to meet the present 
requireinents of the parly and move¬ 
ment : 

THE PLATFORM 

The Social Democratic Party of America 
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend 
u|Mjn equal political and economic rights. 

In our economic development an industrial 
rc'.’olulion has taken place. In former years 
the tools of production were usually owned by 
the man w’ho w'orked with them and who 
thereby l)ecamc the owner of the product of 
his labor. Now. the machine which is but the 
improved tool is not owned by the laborer; 
it is owned by the capitalist who thus be¬ 
comes the master of the product, and the work¬ 
er is dependent upon him for cmploynicnt. 
The capitalist thus becomes the master of the 
worker and is able to appropriate to himself 
a large share of the product of his labor. 

I Capitidi.-m. the private ownership of the 
means of production, is responsible for the in¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
and degradation of the ever-growing majority 
of our people; but the same economic forces 
which liave produced and now intensify the 
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption 
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the 
means of production for the common good 
and welfare. 

I'hc present system of social production and 
private ow*ncrship is rapidly converting society 
into tw'o antagonistic classes—i. e, the capital¬ 
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid¬ 
dle class, once the most powerful of this great 
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi¬ 
tion. The issue is now between the two 
classes first named. Our political liberty is 
now of little value to the masses unless used 
to acquire economic liberty. 

Independent political action is the chief 
emancipating factor of the working class. T^e 
trades union movement and the voluntary co¬ 
operative movement are auxiliary measures. 

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares its object to be: 

First—The organization of the working 
class into a political party to conquer the 
public powers now controll^ by tbe^pitalsst 
class. 

Second—^The aiding of the trade union 
movement as the main defensive measure cal¬ 
culated to improve the standard of living of the 
working class. 

Third—The enconragement of voluntary co¬ 
operation wherever su^ will do away with the 


profits of the middle men and thereby serve to 
educate the people and further improve their 
condition. 

The. working class and all those in sym¬ 
pathy with their historic mission to realize 
a higher civilization should sever connection 
w'ith all capitalist and reform parties and unite 
with the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political jwwer by the Social 
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting the mil¬ 
lions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-* 
temational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

While we l>clieve that the overthrow of the 
capitalist system, as a whole, is certain, be¬ 
cause this system is rapidly outgrowing its 
usefulness, wc sec that the development of 
economic conditions is gradual. Wc, therefore, 
consider it to be of primary imiK>rtancc to elect 
Socialists to legislative and municipal bodies, 
in order that they may bring about all the 
Socialist reforms possible for the immediate 
amelioration and improvement of the condi¬ 
tion of the people. 

.■\s steps in this direction, we demand the fol¬ 
lowing: 

First—Revision of our federal constitution, 
in order to remove tlte obstacles to complete 
control of government by the people irre¬ 
spective of sex. 

Second—The public ownership of all indus¬ 
tries ixmtrollcd by nionoiKdies, trusts and com¬ 
bines. 

Third—The public ownership of all rail- 
road.s. telegraphs and telephones; all means 
of traiisjKxrtation, and communication; all 
water-works, gas and electric plant.s, and other 
{lublic utilities. 

Fourth—The public ownership of all gold, 
silver, copper, lead, iron. coal, .and other mines, 
and ail nil and gas wells. 

Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor 
in propiirluHi the increasing facilities of 
production. 

.Sixth—T he inauguration of a system of pub¬ 
lic works anti iinprovcmcnts for the employ¬ 
ment of the unemplfxyed, the public credit to 
Ih* utili/eii fur that purjiose. 

Sevemli—l.aUir legislation to Ik- national and 
hK'al. 

Fighth- .Slate or national insurance of xvxirk- 
uig people against aecident*. lack of empltiy- 
inent and -.xaiit in ohl age 

Ninth —F.qual cixil and |>olitical righ's, for 
nu'ii and xvonien. aiut the aliolition of a!l Inxvs 
discrtuiinnting agauist women. 

leiiih—The :tdt*ptton (»f the initiative and 
refereiiijuin. proportitmal representation, and 
llu’ right «»f recall til representatives by the 
vtiiers 

Kleveiith—.\l>*ihtit>ii «»f xxar and the intro¬ 
duction of international arbitratlcni 


I’tdhixviiij; i.s tliv constitution as re¬ 
vised In* c<»inntiiicc ami adopted by the 
CMiiveniion. TTic most important 
cliau.irvs. ax will be seen, relate to a 
luiiiiuial e*uujuinee ami tlie executive 
board: 

THE REVISED CONSTITUTION 

NATIONAI. l)I<r,.\NTZAT 10 N. 

Sex*4iou I This organization shall be 
kui'xvu as the Social Democratic Parly of 
.\nierica. ami its l;c:nlqiiarter.s sliall be located 
at such place as the national emventinns of 
ibe parly may app*»i.it. or as may be fixed by 
the National I’^xccutixe B(»ard Mibject to a 
referendum vole. 

Sec TTie Social Democratic Party of 
.America ‘hall Ik* organized as follows; 

I'irsi—Local branches limited to five hun¬ 
dred memhers each. 

Sex-oinl —The form of state organizations 
ami the fixing of slate dues shall be left to the 
branches in tlie respective staler. 

rhir«i -T here shall be a National Commiilce 
eiected annually liy tlie memhers of the re- 
speciive Slates, one member from each stale. 

T ht' c«»mnnitee -iiall have supervision of all 
the at'lairs of the party, subject to the refer¬ 
endum system It sluill meet at least once a 
year. T he Natifuial rommitlec .shall nominate 
an Lxi’Ciuive Board of five (5I preferably 
from slates near to hea.iquarters. This Execu¬ 
tive Bi»ard sliall Ik* elected by the party. 

Four—.A National F.xccuiivc Fb'ard of 
eleven memhers. five of whom shall he chosen 
from lerritiiry cxuivenient to the national 
lieadquaritTs. and shall lx* called "resident 
memlKTs.” and the remaining six shall be 
chosen, so far as possililc, from other parts 
of the country. .All members of the Execu¬ 
tive Board shall have ctpial rights and powers; 
hm the resident mcmlKTS shall have power 
to act and a majority of said resident members 
shall consliliite a quorum. The nom-rc.sidcnt 
members shall not l>c required to be present 
at all meetings of the board, but shall be 
kept advised of all proceedings of the board. 
The Executive Board shall be elected by the 
nicmlKTS of tlic party. 

Five—The Executive Board yhall have 
supervision of the party organi^tion, and 
shall have power to provide such rules, issue 
such orders and adopt such measures as may 
he required to carry out the object of the 
organization; provided, tliat no action .shall 
be taken which will conflict with the consti¬ 
tution and declaration of principles. 

(Note.—.Articles 4 and 5 shall l)ccomc obso¬ 
lete on the election of the National Committee 
as provided in third article of this section.] 

Six—The timctions of the Executive Board 
shall be purely executive. It shall attend to the 
routine business connected with headquarters, 
receive communications and all initiative prop¬ 
ositions and submit all propositions involving 
policies to the National Committee. 

Sec. X The National Sccrctarj*. Treasurer 
and editor of the national organ, and such 
other officers as may be required, shall be 
elected, and their salaries fixed by the Ex- 
wutive Board, to be approved by the direct 
vote of the party members through the ref¬ 
erendum; .and they and each of them may be 
removed by the Executive Board, subject to 
such referendum. 

Sec. 4. The office of National Secretary 
and Treasurer may be held by the same 
person. Such Secretary and Treasurer shall 
make a report of the finacial standing of 
the party quarterly, to be given to the hranchett, 
and shall make a report to the Executive 
Board whenever required by it. 

Sec. 5. Members of the Executive Board 
shall receive no* compensation for their serv¬ 
ices. Thty shall hold annual and stated meet¬ 
ings at times to be fixed bv the Board, and 
such special meetings as may be required; 
reasonable notice shall be given to each of the 
members of the Executive Board of all meet¬ 
ings. 

Sec. 6. Any member of the National Ex¬ 
ecutive Board may be removed, and his suc¬ 
cessor elected by a referendum vote, as here¬ 
inafter provided. All vacancies in the' Ex- 
^tivc Board, however occurring, shall be 
filled by the remaining members of the board« 
subject to a referendum vote. 

Sec. 7. At each annua] meeting of the 
board the officers of the board shall render 


complete reports of the transactions of their 
several offices, and transmit a copy thereof to * 
each local branch. 

REVENUES /xND FUNDS. I - 

Sec- 8. I'hc revenue of the organizatioa 
shall be derived from ^ admission fee of 
twenty-five cents for each member, and quar¬ 
terly duc.s of twenty-five ‘cents for each mem¬ 
ber, payable in advance on the first days of 
January, .April, July and October. 

Sec. 9 * The funds of the organization shall 
be dc{K>sitcd in such bank or banks as the 
board may direct; and the National Secretary 
and Treasurer shall be required to execute a 
Iwnd for the faithful performance of his 
duties in' such an amount as the board mgy 
require. 

OFFICIAL PAPER. 

See. 10. This organization sinill continue 
the publication of the official paper, called 
the Social Democratic Herald, under the su- • 
pervision of the Executive Board. Each mem¬ 
ber of the organization shall be entitled to a 
copy of the official paper in consideration of the 
payment of quarterly dues. 

See. II. The columns of tlic national organ 
sliall l>e open at all times to reasonable crit¬ 
icism and di.scu.ssion of parly matters by mcm- 
licrs of the party. 

NATIONAL CONVENTIONS. 

Sec. 12. The national conventions of the 
organization .shall Ik* held quadricnnially at 
some flatc prior to the fir.st of June, and at 
such place as .shall lie decided upon by the 
National Committee, subject to referendum 
vote. 

REFERENDU.M. 

Sec. ij. The National Executive Board 
may submit any question to a referendum 
vole of all the hiemiKT.s of tlie party in good 
standing. JTie reiercndnni vote may also be 
had uiHiii the petition of ten local branches 
located in one f.tale, or five branches located in 
three differenr .states, addrc.sscd to the National 
Executive Hf*ard. requesting .mjcIi board to sub¬ 
mit any propo.sitiou therein specified to such 
referendum vote ; and U|Kjn the receipt of .such 
peliium said Iniard shall forthwith so submit 
: siuTi proposition. 

L poll the adini.*-sioii of any jiroposilion to a 
referendum vote not les.> than three weeks shall 
Ik.' allovvnl for anieiulmenK to such proposi- 
, lion ; ami m»t le-..- than six weeks, after the 
j expiration said three weeks, shall be al-* 
lowed for the tr:ln^mlssion of the votes to the 
L.xeenlive Board: provided, that if the votes 
transmitted l»y all the branches in good stand¬ 
ing ^^lall have hern received by the board 
before live e.xpiration of such time, the board 
vhall annoimce the result of such vote forth¬ 
with: and provided, further, that if a reason- 
aide proportion of the vole of the party shall 
not have been received on or before the ex¬ 
piration <»i such time, the Executive Board 
shall liave pfover to extend the time for 30 
da vs. 

. I.OCAL BRANCHES. 

Sec. 14. Any respeclahlc person who sub- 
scrlK's to the jirincijile.s of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Farty ami severs all connection with and 
rcmninces allegiance li> all other political 
jHirtic.s. shall he eligible to incnibership. 

Sec. 15. A local branch shall consist of not 
less than live, ami not more than five hun¬ 
dred members. Branches liliall fix their own 
qiiornin 

Sec. lb. .Any per.son desiring membership 
.shall make application to the local branch, 
upon Iwing recommended by a niemlicr of said 
branch. .Ami if accepted by a majority vole, 
shall he enrolled a.s a meml>ci. U|)on objec¬ 
tion to his admission being made, the mat¬ 
ter shall he, referred'hy the branch to the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the locality* (city or state) 

Whicli .shall have power to*act in the matter. 

In case the decision of the lo^al committee 
sh:dl be against the applicant, upon appeal by 
the said person, or by the'branch to which 
he has applied, the National Cominillcc shall 
have jKfwer of final action in the matter.. 

.Sec. 17. The Slate organization sliall have 
power and authority to regulate the transfer 
of memhers from t>nc branch to another. 

Sec. iS. A member in good standing may ^ 
terminate hi.s or licr membership by obtain¬ 
ing from the Secretary of such branch the 
card of vvillulravval. 

.Sec. i<>. Each member fshall l»e cncitlcd to 
a card of membership, to Ijc furnishec' by the 
.National Executive Board, and issued to the 
member.s by the Secretary of the local branch. 

DL^ES AND FEES. 

Sec. 20. The admission tee which shall ac¬ 
company each application for membership 
shall Ik* twenty-five cents, winch shall be for¬ 
warded to the National Executive Board. 

Sec. 21. The dues of the members shall be 
lixed by the branch; hut such dues shall be 
sufficient to include twenty-five cents per quar¬ 
ter. to Ik* paid on the first day in January, 

April, July and October in each year to the 
National Executive Board. 

Sec. 22. At the close of each meeting of a, 
local branch the Treasurer thereof shall iranF- 
mit to the National Secretary the names of 
all memljers admitted at said meeting, their 
postoffic^'addresses, and r. remittance by postal 
money order of their admission fee. 

See. 23. A mt*ml>er admitted on or before 
the middle of a quarter shall pay dues for 
tlic full quarter. .A member admitted after 
the middle of a quarter shall be'exempt for* 
that quarter. 

Sec. 24. On or before the fifth day of each 
<|uartcr the Treasurer of each local branch 
shall rc..iit by postal money order the qu^- 
terly dues lor the current quarter to the Na¬ 
tional Executive Board, and each local branch 
shall Ijc responsible for and remit the full 
amount due for the entire membership of the 
branch. Atf 

See. 25. The officers of the branch shall 
consist of a Secretary, Treasurer and Organ- 
izer, and such other officers as may be de- 
termined by the branch; said officers shall be 
elected al each annual meeting and serve until 
their successors arc qualified. They shall per- 
form such duties as. appertain to their several 
offices, and as the local branch may direct . 
Any officer of the branch may be removed by ;; 
a majority vote of the members of the branch. * 
Sec. 26. ^ch local branch shall hold at ^ 
least one business meeting a month, and such .A 
other meetings as they may sec fit. fAi? 

Sec. 27. At the annual mceung the officert 
shall submit complete reports of the trans* . 
actions of their several offices for the preced* 
ing year. ^ TJ 

Sec. 28. Branches shall be numbered with a- 
reference to states, the numbers to be assigned 
by the National Secretary-Treasurer. * 

Sec. 29. A charter shall be issued to each ^ 
branch by the National Executive Board, pro* 
vided that.upon demand the stole co1nm^^.; ^ 
tee the same shall be suspended or revoked. ' 

Sec. 30. Persons intending to organize a 
branch shall apply to the national hcadquartcrt ^ 
for a charter. TTie National Secretory sb^ 
thereupon Issue a charter to those applying 
the application is countersigned by a regular, 
organizer or by any state officer of the party* 

If the application is not so countersigned the ^ 
National Secretary shall satisfy himsrff 
the integrity of the applicants ^fore issobaf -* 
said charter. ^ •? 

Sec. 31. The local branch may adopc 
by-laws as the majority of its mcmbo'i'ioay 
determine, provided they do not conflict witl^ 
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JOINT NATIONAL CONVENTION 
FOR CONSOLIDATION OF SOCIALISTS 


Comrade Hicks of Colorado, assis¬ 
tant secretar>% the last day rather sur¬ 
prised himself and the delegates, after 
being elected to the new executive 
board, by saying, ‘*I forgot; I am on my 
way to England.” He stopped off here 
on his way East. 

The organization committee recom¬ 
mended that a fund of $2,500 be raised 
not later than March 1 for the purpose 
of putting organizers in the field, con¬ 
tributions to this fund to be in the cus¬ 
tody of Comrades Elizabeth H. Thomas 
and Corinne S. Drown. 

Tlie report in nearly all the Chicago 
papers that a fist fight between dele¬ 
gates occurred on the floor was untrue. 
There was an altercation of little con¬ 
sequence between two vistors over the 
union question, but at no time did any¬ 
thing approaching a fight take place 
among delegates to the convention. 

Comrades Haile, Miller and Mac- 
Cartney, the eastern section of the new 
executive board, and Herger and Sted- 
luan of the central section, caused con- 
si<lerable merriment and opposition in 
their vain efforts to withdraw as candi¬ 
dates. The convention would not al- 
•low their voices to be heard. 

While the nc\/spapers of Chicago had 
a row in the convention every day. the 
truth is that there was nothing resem¬ 
bling a row any day. Every one among 
the delegates was too earnest ami loo 
busy with the work of the convention to 
engage in rows. There was harmony 
and united purpose froi.i beginning to 
end. 

1 he report and reconiinendaiion< of 
the finance committee were ordere<i sent 
in a special circular to all hranche.s. 
i'his will be printed as soon as practiVa- 
lilc ami mailed to branch secretaries. t»>- 
gellier with blanks to facilitate the le- 
cordmg ami reporting of the vole of 
niemhers nf the call f«»r convention, re- 
])orts. constitution and platform, sub¬ 
mitted in this number of 'I'lie Herald. 

I'lie t>ress committee, owing to pro- 
sure t»f business on the last day. bad no 
op]jnrtuniiy to rej>ort. It deci<led to 
recommend that a detriment be estab- 
H.'IumI in 'I'lie neralcTlor brief communi¬ 
cations from members, affording all an 
opporiimiiy for free expression of their 
views on party matters. 'I'liis is be¬ 
lieved to be the <lesire of the delegates, 
anti such a department—**Thc Herald 
Ibirum”—will he oiHiieil. h is hoped 
coinratles will make it bristle with inter¬ 
est. 

When 


NATIONAL FUND FOR ORGANIZATION 
The following contributions we. e 
.pledged by the persons named at the 
convention for the purpose of maintain¬ 
ing the work of national organization: 

\V. L. Benessi. Michigan.V.. .•. .$ iJo.oo 

M. H. Wefcl, Indiana_. 30.00 

M. Hallcnbcrg, Indiana.*.^. 10.00 

Mrs^ C. S. Brown. Illinois... 60.00 

S. Kclihcr, Indiana.....*..1^.. 20.00 

E. H. Thomas, Illinois.. .:... 20.00 

Com. Johnson. llIinoLs..|. 10.00 

^Irs. Finstcrlwch. IlHnoi.s.«. 5.00 

Mrs. Morrow, Illinois. 5.00 

John Ihx'rfier, Wisconsm.^w.20.00 

Cj. H. Strol)cll. New Jersey./J.l- 100.00 

Edw. Zfigler. \Vi.sconsin«««.. 20.00 

F. O. MacCartney. Massachiisclts. Mfi. 10.00 

Cora. Ruvin, Wtscon.sin.^M. 10.00 

Hicks. Colorado..- S.oo i 

M. Gillis. Pennsylvania.5.00 

Seymour Stednian. Illinois »_.... 20.00 

E. E. Carr. IHinoi.-*..... 24.00 

M. [..ar'Cn. Illinois........ 50.00 

J. I*. Malcor, Illinois...,. 5.00 

R. Eisner. Wi.sconsin.. Mar.. 10.00 

C. F. Mciec. Missouri... 5.00 

,V. L. Berger. Wiscon.nin^pr.. 10.00 

Com. Hanson. \Visconsin.Mr. 5.00 

Jas. Brower, Illinois... 5.00 

.Mrs. Weeks. Illinois... 5.00 j 

Mis.s C. Brown. Illinois. 5.00 

.Mi-»s E. .Mdridge. Illinois . 5.00 ' 

(j. Hoyt. Illinois.% ... lo.oo j 

Roecker's Orchestra and Branches at 1 

Chilton and Hayton. Wis.MM<p. 25.00 j 

Branch 2. Kalania/CH^. Mich. lo.oo I 

J. Schwiakert. Wisconsin. ^ ^. 2.00 

JOS. Li->ka. Illinois.*. 5.00 

Fanny Cavanaugh. Illinois..,. 5.00 

F. Mudra. Illinois. 5.00 

Hr. A. 1). Hill, Illinois. 60.00 

Wm. C. Frank. liiinoio..,. 5 00} 

J. Winnen. Illinois . 12.00 

F <) MacCartney (for Branch at ' 

Kocklriiul, ^Ia-^H|. 20.00 : 

R. J. Kuhitison. IllintH''... 12.00 I 

(ie»i Knfui. Illinois. , .c. 10.00 

B. Knickrehm. Illinois. .»•. i.po 

.M. E Kli-iinim»iT. Illinttin.^. i.oo 

Heo Knhn. Illinoi*- .. 2.50 

1. Hevnie. Illinois . ].Oo 

C. G. Cleim-ns (ii,r Kansas). 26.00 

t IVlersDii. Hliniits. I.oo 

l.ucv Parsoii.s. illtnnjs. , . j 00 

A S Edvv.irds, lllnuns , . 4.(10 

Jos I'inn. Illinois. . 5.00' 

R. Ii Ivlwar*!'. Illinois .•. >.00 

I’hilip Brown. nim«Ms.. « 5.0t) . 

C. I . H We't|»hal. Illinoi- .•. 10.00 

.lorn. RedforrI. Illinoi-. ,. 5.cx> 

loin Morrow, Illinoi- .• 5.00 

H C Perry Illinoi- ? 5 DO 

jatm-s Bi-attn-. Itlinoj- * ... 5.00 

.B-'i- fo\ Illinoi- .1 ... 2.J.00 


MrsI C S. Brown.... 

John Doerfler.. 

G. H. Strobell.. 

Com. Ruvin .. 

Eljzabetli H. Thomas 

Gto. Kuhn . 

E. E. Carr.. 

J. P. Malcor. 

R. El.'-ner . 

\*. L. Berger.. 

Jas. Brower . 

Mrs. Weeks ... 

Miss Aldridge. 

Jos. Schwiakert . 

J. Li ska . 

Jos. Finn. 


CALL ADOPTED BY THE PARTY IN CONVENTION AT CHICAGO 


wnereas, ine oociahsts of the Umted States are at present divided into 
Kveral pities, whose essential principles are identical, and such division is pro¬ 
ductive of ceaseless friction that tends to weaken and retard the procT'ess of the 
Socialist movement; therefore, be it 

Resolved That a more thorough organization of Socialists is demanded, 
and that for the purpose of effecting the same a general convention be called to 
meet as hereinafter provided: 

First. The call for the convention herein proposed shall be subject to a 
referend^r.v vote by our party, the same to he submitted to the several branches 
and voted upon not later than February 25, and due returns thereof made to the 
national executive board without delay, and if approved by a majority vote of 
the members, the same shall be certified by the national secretary to the national 
aecretary of the Socialist Labor party, the national secretary of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic party, with headquarters at Springfield. Mass., and to the state secretary 
of each of the several unattached or unaffiliatcd state and territorial parties 

—® convention herein called shall be held in the city of Indian- 
apoHs, Ind., be^nning on the second Tuesdav in September, 1901, and shall 
include the Socialist Labor party, with headquarters in the city of New York * 
the Social Democratic party, with headquarters at Springfield, .Mass.: the Social 


.After all, there is something con¬ 
nected with Buddhism philosophy, par¬ 
ticularly the transmigration of souls 
into beasts and reptiles, which seems to 
explain certain phases or phenomena of 
human depravity. What is more appro¬ 
priate tliaii that tlie souls of men who 
rob labor of its earnings, instead of go¬ 
ing to boll, shcjuld go into partnership 
with snaiiping turtles or tigers? 


I lie New York Fidelity and Casnaltv 
Company, the most reliable authority iii 
the coiimry, reports the defalcations'for 
the month of .N’ovember in the United 
States at $821.750—at the rate of about 
$10,000,000 a year. This crookedness is 
the work of what is called the '•better 
cki-ss —inen of education, high .social 
position—who, to keep abreast of the 
prosperity procession, resort to stealing. 


■|"be ileminciation of autocratic rule is 
immensely popular in the United States 
ami has been popular since tjie old bell 
ill Imlepeiidencc Hall, Philadel])hia, rang 
oiit deliaiice to> British rule in America. 
But it .so luippens that now William .Mc¬ 
Kinley ami bis satrap governors-gcneral 
in t iiba. I’ortb Kieo and the ]’hilip])iiie 
Islaml.s are e.xercisiiig as iimch anthoritv 
as any absohile monarch on the face eif 

the earth. - 

■| he reports wliieh The Herald has 
liei n al.'lc to give of happenings in the 
.'^.icialist moi eiiieul ami labor world of 
l-.iirope have generally been taken from 
such papers as Jnstiee of London. So 
far as tlie record of progress in (ire.yt 
Britain is eoneeriied. we now receive 
regular leiters from Comrade John 
I'eimy. secretary of the 1 . L. I’, An¬ 
other of his interesting letters will ap- 
Jiear iieM week. 


« PRIMER OF SOCIALISM 


dilinn to tbci "Primfr of StKjitli.ni.” by Q. 0 

ClMn«D.,“Sueiuliziiii'a.Stut4s,” by the lit, "i /f 

LauriDceOroolaDd, and “Keoiiuiiilu T«>ruu ^'7* 
and I'hraseM,” by P. Hazal. ^ /] 

Una of the nlrongeet paiuphleU for propa /%?L<< 
ganda yet ieeued, A aplendid rotc>.nitker,.aDd 
tbouaaiide should h»ciruulated before election. (Urti 
PER COPY, 5 CENTS-PER 100, yi.EO /J? 
Adilreee, Debs Publlsbiag Co. f 

Terrs Haute, Indiana. 


a eommillee report was 
broitglit to the oonvenlioii U'eiltiesday 
afternoon showing the necessity of li.av- 
ii;g two or three organizers in the field 
constantly, and the need of money to 
etirry <111 the work. Chairman Uorimie 
Itrown eallcil u|)on Comrade A. S. lol- 
wards to "collect the money." Itefore 
tile men of the convention could get In 
their feet nearly every woman in the 
room—t'omrades Iflizaheth Tlioinas. 
Johnson. Broun. Ifiiistcrbach of ( liica- 
go. Comrades Weeks ami .\ldrich i)f 
.Minnesota ami Comrade .Margaret Haile 
of .Massachusetts — had contribnled 
from five to sixty dollars each. Follow¬ 
ing these in ipiick succession came eon- 
tributions from all the stales represent¬ 
ed, ranging from one to one'luimlred 
dollars for each individual, the average 
amotiins being five and ten (h.llars. .\s 
the good work progressed Comrades 
MacCartney of Massacluisetts. Koop of 
(.'liieago and others made short 
speeches, followed by the usual \' or X. 
While it was understood that all money 
shoiihl be paid before March 1. several 
comrades who wished to contribute 
larger amounts than were called for 
offered to pay $5 each month during 
the present year. Of course, they were 
received with applause, as was also a 
comrade’s remark that, ".^s money 
talks. I would rather give five dollars 
than make a speech.” 

It was a regular hold-up game, but 
some of the delegates, as their enthusi¬ 
asm increased, offered to raise and even 
double their first contributions and to 
pledge an equal amount from the local 
branch to which they belonged. Com¬ 
rades, look out for the returning dele¬ 
gates ; they carry with them all tlie en¬ 
thusiasm for Socialism and organization 
that was manifest at onr national con¬ 
vention. Many of them are pledged to 
collect from you ' five and ten dollars 
each, to be forwarded to Comrades 
Elizabeth Thomas and Corinne Brown 
at national headquarters, who are in 
charge of the Organization Fund. V’isi- 
tors at the convention also contributed, 
so you arc expected to continue the 
work by getting friends of Socialism in 
every locality to aid in the work of or- 
.ganizing and thus unifying the Socialists 
of .\merica. Remember that, as Com¬ 
rade Thomas said, where our money is 
our hearts are also. 

After $750 had thus been contributed 
Comrade Clemens of Kansas got into 
trouble by saying there was not $10 in 
the house, and offering another dollar 
if Chairman Brown could prove the con¬ 
trary. Comrade Elizabeth Aldrich im¬ 
mediately started the hat with St and 
was assisted by Comrade Cozette Brown 
in collecting about $14. 

If this convention (made up as it was 
of men and women who had railroad 
and hotel bills to pay, besides losing a 
week’s salary) was such "ready money," 
the comrades who stayed at home, but 
still had a voice in the convention, ought 
to raise the balance of $2,500, as ex¬ 
pected by the delegates. ' 


this constitutii>ii or the platform and declara¬ 
tion of principles of the parly. 

Sec. Any member violating ibc laws 
or principres of tlie organization may be sus¬ 
pended or expelled by a two-tbirds vole of 
the members in pood standing of the local 
branch of which he is a member: provided, 
that any cbarge.s against .sneb memtier shall 
.be preferred in writing, and the accused shall 
be entitled to a fair tria'. The person so 
accused, if dissatisfied with the decision of 
the local branch, may appe.sl to the state com¬ 
mittee, and 'tile jicrson or oersons preferring 
inch charges, shall have a like ap|>eal to the 
stale committee. The final ap|>cat shall l>c to a 
referendum of the stale. 

See. 33. This constitmion .shall be in force 
and effectiyc from and after its indorsement 
by a majority in a referendum vole of the 
membershiii of the party in good standing. 

Sec 34. This constitution may he amended 
by a referendum vote as liercinalK.ve pro¬ 
vided. 

See. 35. ITiidcr no circumstances shall the 
Social Democratic party fuse with or act with 
any other political party, either in national or 
local elections, unless such parly shall have 
the same platform and principles of the Social 
Democratic party. 


CONVENTION NOTES 

There were many faces from tlifferem 
.states that were new to a Socialist con¬ 
vention. 

I'akc uii the organization fund in 
your branch without delay and give it 
your best lift. 

Clentens of Kansas is an eloquent 
sjieakcr and a great fun maker. He 
made a friend of everybody. 

'rite lunch parties at all the restaur^ 
ants near .-Xkline Hall will be long rc- 
nieiiibcred by ntany delegates. 

■Many of the ladies attended every 
session of the convention, slarting at <> 
just the same as a legal voter's. 

The new constitution provides for the 
creation of a nationaUcommittee of one 
representative from each state. 

Comrade X’ictor Berger kept the dele¬ 
gates in good humor; he also smoked 
too much—and there were others. 

Tuesday evening the Illinois state 
convention was held and a considerable 
amount of organization work effected. 

The resolutions and call for a joint 
convention in September will be for¬ 
warded to all other Socialist parties in a 
few days. 

A large number of visitors were in 
attendance at each session, mostly Chi¬ 
cago Socialists attached t.o other orga¬ 
nizations. 

The result reached by the convention 
was the triumph of a plan for harmony 
through consolidation of all parties. 
This is the sort of union for which 
every ‘honest Socialist can work with 
enthusiasm. 

The four propositions on organiza¬ 
tion presented to the convention, al¬ 
though varying in many features, were 
acted upon in a way to give satisfaction 
to all parties concerned Good points 
were found in each. 

Comrades Wefel of Fort Wayne, 
Keliher of Indianapolis, Strobel of New 
Jersey and others were prevented by 
business from seeing the convention to 
a finish, which Comrade Carr of Dan¬ 
ville. Ill., said was a great treat. 

Tlie convention decided to issue a 
quarterly bulletin containing a report of 
the national secretary-treasurer of the 
financial condition of the organization 
and other matters relating to party af¬ 
fairs, to be sent to branch secretaries. 

Comrades Stedman, Philip Brown, 
Edwards and MeSweeney of Chicago, 
Miller of New York, Benessi of Michi¬ 
gan, Gillis of Pennsylvania, Gemens of 
Kansas, MacCartney of Massachusetts 
and nearly all the other delegates not 
mentioned, kept the lights burning at 
the Tremont House from 12 to 3 o’clock 
every “night.” Nearly all the commit- 
•tee work was done at night, followed by 
friendly conversation and “smoke up.” 


MICHIUAX 

Bruch Kb. 1. Kattl# Crt*k, Uich., niMU 2ad ud Uh 
8and>> ol cub niiiDth. >t 11.. m. >l It W. Uait Itrut 
ID til* iDUrnttiatitl Vvumt H»ll, All tra M.rdialtr 
iBTiUd. Id. C. iior*r*. 

MINNKNOTA 

UrAiKdi 1. IM JLAk* Fall., MW. uaA o-J.. 

OQ Maio Bt. A. kiocaburjr, 8«or*t«r7. 

MOANTA^Aa 

Branch No. 1. ButU. oiMtt •wrj Tbnradaj. at 

Branch No. a maau ftr»t Md third Buadayi of aaa' 
taouth at G. tVood a homa. ('hie*. Mont. 

NEW JBKHET 

infaM«''*’ *■ •“'hut W. Sehor, (7 U. 

Bruch No.S, C.mdu. N. J., niMUcTcrj Ikl Sudai 
“‘““‘h , P*"' P.rtionl»ri eddraai PuJKbardlu 
iaot Eaifho'a Avanua. 

Branch No. S, (GarmaD). Nawark. maata ararr UilrA 
Satnrdar. at ItiUrtiational Halt. 1 liadford Hl Haa< 
Uartwlc. SMiraUfY.? BMlford St 
Braa^ Ko. • PnbMvoB. K. J., 

flrat and third Mondara at 8 p. m. atHaWatla R*J’ 
Tan UoaUn Bt. Va-1 L&dar. SleMUrJlw* & 

Bond Bt. 

NEW TOBE. 

ThaCity Canual Agitation CotmnitUa of GraaUr Nra 
WuSiaS'r'HlT.’*'' •* *UOr«cl atiMI. 


LOCAL BRANCHES 


OALirOENlA 

14b«rtjr Eraocn, San FraaolBoa, holdj public 
TDeatino OTary iunda/ and Wodnaoday €▼•!>• 
Inca, oommendne I. AdaninaioB fr««. 

Bunlnnan mantlnca <for wbarn) arary Thura- 
day oraoliif. 

BlambarfBip. Social Dam orttiti arald fraatoaach 
mambar, SS oaou par month. 

Apply to tba aacratair, John C. Wailay, 117 'fark 
ntraac. 

Kraurti No. 3, L<js Ang(>le». toeata every Sun* 
day aftamoon at I o'elock at Woodmati’a Hail, ISn 
BprincSt. J. S. Br»u(*r, 427 N. Hill Strrat. 

Braoch 12, San Fraaeiaeo (German). Holda btttlDaaa 
maatiof firat Bonday aaek month, at 1 u’alock p. m.. at 
117 Tui^ atiaat. Aviation maatiog on third Bnooay 
avanioc.aama place, to which pablic ia invltad. Angnat 
P. Mayer, aaaratary, 14(d Polk »xt—u 
COLOKADO 

Branoh No, S. Galdflald, maala every Snnday at 7:10 
p. m., at City Hall. Chaa. La Damp. BMratary. 

• CONKBCrriCDT. 

The Coonactlcot Slat* Commlttoa maaia the laat 
Sunday of aaeli month at k p. m.. at P. Sebaffar’a, itSS 
Main SL. Hartford. Loaia Bcblaf, Sea., 26 Spring St., 
BookTilla, ('onu. 

Bmnch No. 3. New Havan, iD*ata every Wadnaaday 
avanlng. at 6 p. m., at Aurora Hall. C. Tolmar, See. 

Braaon No. L BockviUn, (Joun., mnat* flrat and third 
Thoradnyaat Turn Hail meeting room, Village atroat. 
Saemtary, Btohard Niadarwarfar. Box 760. 

IEaIaXMOIS. 

M*«tJnEn or CUouc* CwUna Coflamlit** bald 
ruEutaxly nnoond uAd fourth WndnundAyn 

month lU Dr. J. U. Ornnr'n offli?*. U L»«^r 
bora Bt. y 

Brunoh No. L Chlon«o, mlWu oTory Wodaondny 
eTeniad. Tlioanna Klrwtn, Bnorutnry. Wnui 
worth At*. 

Branch N*. 3 (Bobtmian) Chicago, maata flrat and 
third Saturday at 3 p. m. at Nagl'a Halt. 335 Biaa 
Inland Av*. 

Branch No. I (Bohemian), Chicago, maaU aaoond and 
fourth Mondaya at I p.m. in Dander'a plac*. lltBO W. 
18tb place. Joeapb Dand*r, Secretary. 

Branch No. 3. Chiaago, ma*U aacnnd and fourth Sun- 
daya of aarii month at Piaarik'a Hall. nor. Contra 
nvv. and 19tb at. Jamaa Bahak, Sec., 313 Throop St. 

Branch No. 6, Cbloagu. Meata nt Adolph Jankow* 
aki’a place. 064 Waat Zlat ctreat, every uihar Salnrday 
in tba mnoth. M. Kloa. M»cretary. 07d W. 2l«t Place. 

Braaek No. I, (Bohemian) Chicago, meetaaecond and 
fourth Sunday, at • a. m.. nt tOQ3 Lincoln Stroot. J. A. 
Ambrox, So* rotary. iMO Wood Stmot. 

Branch No. 9. Cbinago, meota at 114i8 W. 63rd at., firat 
aad third Sundaya at 6 p. m. Gna. Laraon, Socretary, 
6M ('ontor avonoo. 

Branch 43 (Svatoplkloch) niootii every third Sanday 
in the month at Pinger’* Uall, cor. Michigan and llltn 
Place. Camll Kabnt, Secretary, 137 Stanwuod Avo. 

Branch N(». 6 (German) I'hicagn. nteetf every other 
Saturday, 6 p. m.. at A. Janknwaki'a Place, 064 W. Slat 
8u. bet. LMvitt A Oakley. M. Kloa. Sec., 976 W. 21at PL 
IMWlAlfA. 

Brmnnh No. 6. ImdlAMpoUg. nnnu ftrat Eatui 
dny eruulad ab 4 third Btiaigy aftnnoo of Mob 
month nt Ro4AwiAn*o XnU. oornor Miirhat and 
Noble eU; Addrooa all eMamunicationa to th* Soo. of 
Suto BzMUttv* Board, Thomaa Cation, 506 Wniran nv 
IBWA. 

Branch No. 2, Hltoman, moota ovarr fourth Friday in 
tba month at opnra bouoa. Jamaa Baxtor. ehnlrmaa, 
Wm. Truman, ooeratnry. Box lU. 

KBMTUOKT . 

Branoh No. 4, BoUoTma, montn lat and 6rd Sunday, nt 
1 p. m.: nnd find a^ 4tk Wndnosday nt t p. m., at 61 
Pairdotdava. Wo will aim tnmak* it IniorodUng fnr 
aU. Hoary Liikorman. Bo*.. IM PnoU av*. 

MAaAOaUBBTTB. 

BrnxKh No. X Holyoka. menu norneid axtd 
fourth Tnoodaya of ouoh okmik ut Spriugdal* Turuor 
Hall. Carl BonwaW, OrguaiMr, 14 Jaekooa Bt 

Dr an eh Na t. Brookton. moolo Friday uii^to al t p. 
an for buMiaooM u tiriaHrt Hall, Oarh** Book,, nor- 


Resolutions Adopted 
We, the representatives of the Social 
Democratic party, in convention assem¬ 
bled, reaffirm our attitude toward trades 
unions adopted at the Indianapolis con¬ 
vention. 


Bruch No. 6 Brukirn. N.w York. ibmU onr. Bust 
"V “ ? ‘’■.a " *f “ Yl'itor. S.I00111. 

tUM d.ilriiif to orgutu UioiUil aoKniasict, wilt 
Buraurr Sul. t-rwiDu. IMJ Bo,rsa Bt 
“Sl'a 2“' “••u •forr Frills,, St I, 

•"‘i dlsouaions. Pst 
Us is.itsd. Orsssitsr. JuMpb »tlUsB., U Ussr, s£ 

mmim. 

' Branch No. 4, CiocinnsU, assu St BichsUss liU 
uoUisutoorasrath sod Ploa 8U.. srsrr Ssa^ ,| I 
p. ra. ^tltratuddiseoaisss. PsbUs IsTit^ Jss 
Jssis. Ssersur,. ItlUCsatrsl Arsass. *** 

OBBUON. 

Bruch No. 1, Portlud assu s.sr, llosdsj sisht M 
Wuhiowoo Howl, Cor. Id asd Fludna Bu SUsn 
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Whereas, Comrades Frederick Heath, 
Seymour Stedman, Eugene Debs, 
Victor L. Berger and Corinne S. Brown, 
who constitute the national executive 
committee of the Social Democratic 
party, and Comrade Jesse Cox, former 
t^irman of the hoard, have done bril¬ 
liant scix'ice in the cause of Socialism 
and in preserving intact the organiza¬ 
tion of the Social Democratic party; 

Be it resolved, That the convention 
: indorses the action, records a vote of 
“ Confidence and thanks the board for its 
; service. 

Whereas, Prof. George D. Flerron, 
who formerly occupied the chair of ap¬ 
plied Christianity in Iowa College, has 
shown true courage in championing the 
principles of Socialism and by means of 
bis profound learning, convincing argu¬ 
ments and rare eloquence is converting 
thousands to the socialistic idea of cco- 
Vnomic liberty, and 

• Whereas, The co-operative common- 
“Wealth which the followers of Prof. 
^Herron desire, cannot be brought about 
Sf'Cxcept through political action; there- 
litore, be it 

Resolved, That these, together with 
1*11 other unattached Socialists, are cor- 
nGally invited to join with the Social 
P^emocratic party in the effort to cstjib- 


Under the old Mosaic law the corners 
' the fields were left unrja^d for 
leaning by the poor—^the only histon- 
record of cornering grain by the 
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en who worship idols were large and 
continuous. In addition Mr. Alvord in¬ 
timates to the court that if permitted he 
could show that J. Pierpont Morgan in 
one transaction robbed the government 
of $20,000,000; that John D. Rocke¬ 
feller, after his morning. prayer, has 
touched the button and robbed the poor 
of millions; that the Vanderbilts, by the 
system of wage slavery, realize any day 
more than the total of his stealings, and 
that .\ndy Carnegie, in one blowhole 
armor-plate contract, pocketed more 
boodle than he (Alvord) secured from 
the bank. He therefore asks the court 
to let him down easy as possible and 
promises to Sing Sing honest music in 
the future. 


I'M A SOCIALIST 

In or out of season, 

I must sing my song: 

Have I not a reason 
In this world of wrong? 

.Among men benighted. 
Toiling and oppressed? 

Till their wrongs are righted 
I must do my best. 

Preach me not of error, 
Point me not the way; 

Night can have no terror 
Where my eyes see day. 

Scorn me or deride me. 

In my inmost soul 

There’s a faith to guide me 
Steadfast as the pole. 


IllineU 5Ute Commute* 

The Illinois state committee of the 
Social Democratic party was organized 
at a called meeting held at 52 Dearborn 
street, Chicago, Jan. 15, 1901, by the 
election of Arthur Dennison chairman 
and Seymour Stedman secretary. The 
following were elected as an executive 
committee: Comrades Brower, Sted¬ 
man, \S innen, Dennison, Pusch, John¬ 
son, Finsterbach, Robinson, Mudra, 
Westphal and Peterson. This commit¬ 
tee was authorized to urge all members 
in the state to contribute not less than 
10 cents per month per capita for the 
pnq>ose of maintaining a state organi¬ 
zer. 
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Sunday Lcctiirea at Milwaukee 

Jan. 27—Rob. Meister, "Ethical Econ¬ 
omy.” 

Feb. 3—Victor L. Berger. 

Feb. to—Emil Seidel, " Morality Un¬ 
der Socialism.” 

Feb. 17—Leon L. Hein, -Socialism 
and Its Weakness.” 

Feb. 24—S. Richardson. ' 

March 3— Edw. Ziegler, ••Socialism 

and Individuality.” 

March to—J. H. Walrath. "Single 
Tax.” 

March 17—J. H. Walrath. "Single 
Tax.” 

March 24—Frederic Heath. 

March 31—Dr. Henry Berger. 

.•\pril 7—Howard Tuttle, "Municipal 
Ownership.” 

.-\pril 14—J. Underhill. "Emancipation 
of the .Masses.” 


The Social Democratic party of America 
i* the American expreaalon, of the Intemar 
Uonal movement of the modem wage work¬ 
ers to better their condition through the col¬ 
lective ownership and the democratic ad- 
mlnlstraUon of all the means of producUon 
and distribution, the abolition of caplUIlsm 
and the entire competitive system. 

The founders of the republic declared for 
political freedom, hut we call attentlou to 
the fact that since the birth of this nation 
a revolution In Industry has taken place. 


Dr. Jacques Loeb of the University 
of Chicago, in a new and original work 
entitled "Comparative Physiologj' of the 
Brain,” not only runs counter to the 
theories of orthodox physiologists, but 
of the social side of his discoveries, says; 
“The greatest happiness in life can 
be ol)taine<l only if all the instincts— 
that 01 workmaiuship included—can be 
maintained at a certain optimal inten¬ 
sity. lint, while it is certain that the in¬ 
dividual can ruin or diminish the value 
of its life by a one-sided <Icvelopment of 
its instincts—i. e., dissipation—it is at 
ihc same tin(y true that the cconomi' 
and .social conditions can ruin or dimin¬ 
ish the value of life for a great number 
of individuals." He estimates that un¬ 
der jiresenl conditions "yo per cent of 
liunian beings lead an e.xistencc whose 
value is far below what it should be. 
They are conipelleil by want to sacrifice 
a number of instincts, especially the 
most valuable among them, that of 
norkmansbip, in order to save the low¬ 
est and most imperative, that of eat¬ 
ing," 


While 1 hear the wailing 
Of the wronged and weak. 

Sadly unavailing 

.\re the wortls you speak. 
Where there is oppre.ssion 
Manhood must resist; 

'I'herefore this confession— 

Ftn a Sociali.st!. 

—Lorenzo Sosso. 


^ Formerly hand labor and Individual effort 
' uroduced the neceeeltlea of mankind. Today 


5END .ORDERA TO 

THEODORE DEBS, 126 Wasblngtoa St. 
CHICAOO 


Socialist Successes in Austria 
We regret to learn of the defeat of our 
comrade, Ur. \’ictor .Adler, in the elec- 
lion in \'ienna. Dr. .Adler has been the 
life and soul of the .Austrian Social Dem¬ 
ocratic party, and by his ability and 
stalesniansliip has steered it safely 
throngb many a diflicult strait. The 
chief feature uf the .-Vustrian elections, 
apart from the racial conflicts so char¬ 
acteristic of that curious congloincra- 
tiun of race.-, the .\ustrian empire, has 
been the success of the .Socialists. In 
\ ieima. while ilie .\nti-Semitcs polled 
30 per cent less votes than in l8y7, the 
Socialist poll was increased by 25 per 
cent. .Ml the force and influence of the 
clerical parly were used on behalf of the 
.\nii-Seinites and against the Socialists. 
Both spiritual and temporal intimida¬ 
tion were brought to bear, the elector 
who showed any signs of favoring the 
.Socialist candidate being warned that to 
vote for the Socialist was to sell his soul 
to the devil. .Many of the electors, ap¬ 
parently. .seem to have thought that 
they could not sell tl’.cmsclves to a worse 
devil than the clerical party. In spile 
of their rentai'kahlc success, however, 
our comrades go hack to the rcichsralh 
slightly weaker than before, owing to 
the loss of seats which were won in the 
last election through divisions in the 
ranks of the enemy, and where national 
feeling was strong. The worst defeat 
they have snlTere<i is that of Dr. .Adler, 
hut it may he that, as at the last elec¬ 
tion, sonic other member of the party 
will re.sign in his favor.—Lwlon Jus¬ 
tice. 


machine labor and aoclal or aaaoclated lalwr 
are the meane of producing these neceatrt- 
tlea. And while In former times It was the 
Imperative duty rf government to protect the 
Individual In the poaseeslon of property lie 
'had produced, eo, today. It la eoiislly the 
duty of government to protect associated la¬ 
bor. that U to aay. the whole body of work¬ 
ing people. In the possession of the products 
of their toll. Thus It develops that the bat¬ 
tle for human rights has become a battle to 
determine which form of government we 
eball have In the future—plutocracy or de¬ 
mocracy. The result of tWs struggle will 
decide forever whether the so-called rights 
of property shall triumph, or whether they 
shall become subordinate to the rights of 
moQ. 

We hold that by the natural development 
of society this nation has outgrown the old 
system ol government and must throw It olf. 
Political liberty alone Is Inadequate; we 
must have both political rlgbU and economic- 
freedom. To secure these conditions is the 
aim of the Social Democratic party. 

Municipal elections offer only partial op¬ 
portunities for the execution of our pro¬ 
gram and the realization of our Ideals. 

In the modern democratic state, the con¬ 
quest of public power by the dlsiiosscasod 
class cannot be the result of the instantane¬ 
ous overturning of tlie present system. It 
must be the result of persistent and con¬ 
scious effort, and the work of proletarian or¬ 
ganization, on the economic and political 
field, of the physical and moral .-egeneracy 
of the laboring class, and of the conquest 
of municipalities and legislative assemblies. 

We call attention, however, to the dis¬ 
tinction between our method of municipal 
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BROTHERHOOD 

The crest aiiil crowning oi all good 
Life’s final star is lirothc-rhood. 
l-'or it will bring again to earth 
Her long-lost Poesy and Mirth. 

W ill send new light on every face. 

.■\ kingly power upon the race. . . . 
('onie. clear the way. then, clear the way; 
lllind kings and creeds have had their 
day. 

Preak the dead branches from the path. 
< >itr liijpe is in the aftermath. 

Onr hope is in heroic men. 

.''tar led. to build the world again. 

—Edwin Markham. 


PAMPHLETS 

P. Loimalle—What 1* ('a|iital..B 
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F. LouMdla—The Wurkiugman’* Program.B 

('baa. H. Vail—Tlia lorloKtrial Evolution.B 

THEODORE DEBS, Seerdary Treaurtr, 
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RED BOOK 


The second animal entertainment and 
hall will he given by P.ranclr No. 6 of 
Chicago (German), for the benefit of a 
proposed weekly paper, at Ilocbcr’s 
i.ower Hall, 710-714 Blue Island ave¬ 
nue. .''aturday, I-'eh. 16, n/Di. Tickets, 
to cents each, may he obtained at The 
Herald olliee. 


Just Like Some Workingmen 

The following story is told to illus¬ 
trate the way some workiiigmeii won in 
ill" recent election: 

.\ Hebrew peddler was watching a 
skillful woodman as he cho|)ped a tree, 
and marked the precision with which 
each -Stroke of the axe was delivered. 

"Lofely work! lofely work!" ex¬ 
claimed the peddler. “Every dime you 
sdrike you hit der spod.” 

"Yes,’’ said the woodman, "you might 
lay your finger on the log, and I can 
cut the end of the nail off without touch¬ 
ing the flesh.” 

"I bet you ten dollars you neler could 
do dot," said the man with the pack, and 
the chopper took the bet. 

The Hebrew laid his finger on the log; 
the woodman took careful aim, swung 
the axe—and chopped the finger off. 

■'1 von I von!" screamed the peddler, 
as he held his bleeding hand in agony. 
—Piinghamton Independent. 

A Struggle of Classes 

•Now that Socialism has shown—even 
before Mar.x, but never before with so 
much scientific jirecision—that indi¬ 
vidual ownership, private property in 
land and the means of production is the 
vital point of the question—the problem 
is forimilated in exact terms in the con¬ 
sciousness of cont'einfioraneous hu¬ 
manity. 

What method will it he necessary to 
employ in order to abolish this mon¬ 
opoly of economic power, and the mass 
of suffering and ills, of hate and in¬ 
justice which flow from it? 

The method of the cla-ss struggle, 
based on the scientifically proven fact 
that every class tends to preserve anti 
increase its acquired advantages and 
privileges, teaches the class deprived of 
economic power that in order to suc- 
eecd in contiuering it, the struggle must 
be a struggle of class against class, and 
not of individual against individual. 

Hatred toward such or such an in¬ 
dividual-even if it result in his death— 
does not advance us a single step to¬ 
ward the solution of the problem.— 
Enrico Ferri in ".Socialism and Modern 
Science.” 


The author of "Principles of Scientific 
Socialism.” Kev. Charles H. Vail, is the 
clergyman who has left the pulpit to 
devote himself to the propaganda work 
of Socialism. He is the candidate of 
the Social Democratic party for gov¬ 
ernor of New Jersey. His book will be 
sent to any address, postpaid, for 35 
cents. 


SOCIALIST 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 


TO BUY..TO READ 
AND CIRCULATE 


2 Public construction, ownership and 
operation of all subways and underground 

conduits. . ... ,1 

3. Public ownership and operation of all 
street railways, gas and electric lighting 
and power plants, telephones-and all other 
pu.<llc utilities. 

4. Public construction, ownership and 

maintenance of modern homes for working¬ 
men on land acquired, or, when necessary, 
to be acquired, by the municipality, to re¬ 
lieve overcrowding and provide healthful en- 
vlronmenta for the people. 

5 Public construction, ownership and 

S ointenance of municipal hospitals, commo- 
ous and of modern equipment, free dispen¬ 
saries and homes for the aged. 

6 Public bath houses and natatoriums, 

playgrounds and gymnasiums In each ward 
cl the city; also public lavatories. 

7 The erection, ownership and main¬ 

tenance In each ward of the city of ward 
clubhouses and assembly halls. 

8. The equlpmenL ownership and opera¬ 
tion of a municipal printing plant 

9. The establishment of municipal schools 
of music, art and Industrial training. 

10. &booI hooka and educational facilities 
of every description to be furnished free to 
all children of the community, and, when 
necessary clothing and food; also the popu¬ 
lar electl’on of members of the School 
Board. ^ ^ , 

U. The establishment of a department of 
free legal advice for the prevention of costly 
and harassing Utlgatlon. 

18. Abolition of the private contract sys¬ 
tem on public work; all enterprises affect¬ 
ing the public to be conducted by the city 
with direct employment of labor on a six- 
hour day and a minimum dally compenaa- 
tlon of Three Dollars for ordinary laborers. 


SBitri urdprs with priro, which inclcdr* cost of roail- 
inv, tuThofMlore Debn. 120 WaaliioirtoD ilreBt,Chicago. 

Capital—Karl Marx.12.OC 


could he found to oppo.'e them. 

Judging from .Arlington’s experience, 
the branches Comrade V’ail is yet to visit 
k.ave a rare treat in store, and if qach 
will get to work with a determination to 
give him a crowded hall Comrade X'ail 
will do the rest, and Socialism will take 
a jump in New Jersey that will place our 
party many pegs higher on the spring 
and fall election records. 


E<iuahtr—BollnioT. 

(?o-n|i«rative (Nminxiiiwaolth—(trutUuud.. 

Looking Kackwant—B«>llamY.. 

PriDctploii of Scientific SociHlifis—Vail... 
Woman: PaHt, Prvkfiit and Foture—BalH*! 

Kiwial Demurratic Bed Book.. 

Merrie Easland—Blatchford.. 

Libartjr—I)eh». 

Priiom Labor—. 

Hooiolitm auil SlaTory—Hyutlman._.... 

Oration e»n Voltaire—Hu«i». 

Evolution of IndQKtr^—Wntkin«. 

Mitwiou of tlia Working ('lasf—Vail. 


TWO MEAT SPEECHES 


By procuring the above Hit, each b|gDch of the 

& !irtf. at a co«t of $3.00 (pottage i>atd)^an have the 
pginoing of a good library. Ail other buokn fumitbed 
at publiehert' prires. 

Address 126 Wishington St., Chiesgo 
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Crows and Men 

It is reported that attempts have been 
made in Massachusetts to use tame 
crows instead ol homing pigeons as 
bearers of messages. 

Tile results were said to be satisfac¬ 
tory in every way but one: The wild 
done. Fie urged the necessity of organ¬ 
serving bipeds as messengers. 

.•\ careful watch made known the re¬ 
markable fact that when a messenger 
crow was discovered by a flock of wild 
crows, the latter would pursue him and 
either by persuasion or’force, compel 
bint to remain with them. Success in¬ 
variably attended their efforts. 

No doubt the leaders among the wild 
crows felt that the enslavement of sev¬ 
eral of their kind might lead to the in¬ 
voluntary servitude of many others, and 
hence decided upon nipping the crow¬ 
taming industry in the bud of its in¬ 
fancy. 

Some alleged authorities assert that 
there are unions among the crows es¬ 
tablished to protect their interests and 
perpetuate their freedom, and that these 
organizations are exceedingly effective 
as those who experimented with crows 
as bearers of messages have found out. 
Of course, allegations of this kind are 
to be taken for what they are worth, but 
it would not surprise us to learn that 
crows appreciate the need of organiza- 
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Would Be Let Down Besy 

Jyir. Alvord, the note teller of the 
First National Bank of New York, a 
Napoleon of finance and a modest, un¬ 
assuming, Christian gentleman, who 
stole $700,000, asks the mercy of the 
court on the ground of “previous good 
character,” ^d because, in fact, his 
stealings aggregated only $620,000. Be¬ 
sides, he affirms his family required an 
exceptionally larn dinner pail and that 
in addition the demands upon him for 
missionary money to educate the heath¬ 
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reeled before publication in pamphlet 
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ports. The price is 3 cents a single 
co^, $2 per hundred. Send your orders 
to Social Democratic Herald, 126 Wash¬ 
ington street, Chicago. 
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tion for sdf-protection better than some 
men we know.—International Wood¬ 
worker. 














